FRANCE, 911-1050	101
again to extricate his son from an untenable position. Foiled
in Aquitaine, he took advantage of the minority of Otto III
to make one last attempt to win Lorraine. He even captured
Verdun in 984, but it was only a flash in the pan. Not only
did he retire discomfited, but by his Lothringian adventure
he sealed the fate of his dynasty.
The one asset which the Carolingian house had retained The end
in France when it lost its material possessions was the support °f th®
of a section of the French clergy headed by the greatest of iine in
them, the archbishop of Rheims. The present archbishop, France
Adalbero, came from a family in Lorraine which was loyal
to imperial authority; he had been alienated by Lothar's
policy, and still more by the capture of Verdun where his
brother was count. He was ably backed by the pro-imperial
Gerbert, who had returned to Rheims after Otto II's death,
and they allied themselves with Hugh Capet to frustrate the
aims of Lothar. The Carolingian house was indeed in a
desperate plight, for it had no friends left in France and had
alienated the sympathies of Germany. Mercifully its end
was swift, for Lothar died in 986 and his son Louis V the
following year. The only surviving member of the royal
family was Lothar's brother Charles, duke of Lower Lorraine,
and as he was a subject of the king of Germany his claims
were immediately dismissed. In the assembly held to decide
the new election, the archbishop of Rheims, taking the lead
as the archbishop of Mayence did in Germany, had no
difficulty in persuading the nobles to choose Hugh Capet to
be king of France.
The accession of Hugh Capet has often been described as Accession of
the victory of the feudal principle over the monarchical, of 5^ Capet
the idea of suzerainty over the idea of sovereignty; in the
words of Montesquieu, " the title of king was united to the
greatest fief." This is a mistaken view, for the Capetian kings
had the same universal recognition and the same attributes
of sovereignty as their predecessors. Though, in spite of the
Teutonic practice of election, hereditary succession had
become the practice, a crisis might demand a different choice ;
and when the royal line failed, election was obviously neces-
sary. The king so elected had as good a title as the king by
hereditary right. Nor was the election of Hugh Capet in any

